
you will have no problem with 
bait bouncing out. It speeds you 
up no end because, instead of  
concentrating on not spilling 
bait, you can just ship out 
without worrying.

LIFT AND DROP
I am all too aware of  the 
advantages of  working your 
hook bait, and although it is 
something I experiment with 
quite extensively when carp 
and perch Þ shing, it is not really 
something that I’ve considered 
for roach or skimmers.

Watching Derek Bennett in 
a recent feature on the River 
Weaver really opened my eyes, 
however. He would run his rig 
down the peg and lift it a foot out 

of  the water and lower it back 
in intermittently. Almost every 
time he did this he was rewarded 
with a bite from a roach or 
skimmer. DeÞ nitely something to 
remember and try in the future!

LIGHTEN UP!
Up until earlier this year I was 
reluctant to Þ sh anything lighter 
than a No14 elastic or 15 Hollo 
when targeting carp in the 5lb 
to 10lb range. This year I have 
totally changed my mind-set, 
however, and I’m now convinced 
that a really light elastic, such 
as a Preston 11 Hollo or White 
Hydrolastic, when used in 
conjunction with a pull bung is 
a lot better. You lose fewer Þ sh 
and often land them a lot quicker 

LESSONS
LEARNED
Tom Scholey reß ects on the important knowledge he 
has gathered over the last few months and explains 
how it has put more Þ sh in his net.
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GET AN EDGE
A method that has worked really 
well on all my local venues this 
year is piling in groundbait down 
the edge. For some reason, this 
has been sorting out the bigger 
Þ sh at Hallcroft, Lindholme, 
Larford and Barston. I have 
found it best to really pile in the 
groundbait, feeding, on average, 
2kg around halfway through 
the session, then topping up 
regularly. Crucially, I Þ nd it best 
to not Þ sh this area until the 
last hour of  a session. By this 
time the Þ sh will be feeding 
conÞ dently and you can often 
catch a Þ sh a chuck. It is also 
important to top up with a potful 
of  groundbait after every decent 
Þ sh to keep them chomping!

LONG LASH IS BEST
With the majority of  my Þ shing 
being undertaken on commercial 
Þ sheries, I am used to Þ shing 
with a relatively short line 
between my pole tip and ß oat. I 
quickly learnt that the opposite 
is best on rivers! Fishing a really 
long line, up to three metres at 
times, will help you to explore 
your peg and catches the warier 
Þ sh that hang below your bait. 

WET YOUR POT
This is one of  those really simple 
things that I can’t believe I 
didn’t think of  earlier! When 
Þ shing baits such as maggots 
or dry, hard pellets and Kinder 
potting at distance, if  you wet 
your pot before you ship out 
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Piling in groundbait down the 
edge has accounted for some 
big bags of carp this summer.
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Lessons learned on the Avon
helped Tom charm this
chunky ‘snake’.

because, for some reason, they 
don’t seem to Þ ght as hard.

SLIPPERY BUSINESS
I spent a lot of  time early in the 
year on the Warwickshire Avon, 
and Þ shing a ß at ß oat for ‘ugly 
Þ sh’ such as perch and eels was 
a key tactic. I learnt several 
things about eel Þ shing on there. 
Perhaps the most important was 
the beneÞ t of  laying a lot of  line 
on the bottom. This helped to 
keep the bait really still; having 
two feet of  line on the bottom 
seemed to yield a lot more bites 
than having just a foot, for 
example. Another was to use 
only a small piece of  worm as 
a hook bait because eels have 
surprisingly small mouths, so 

Þ shing with a smaller hook 
bait means they take the 
bait more conÞ dently.

STRONG IS BEST
I used to be a big fan of  
using soft elastics in my 
catapults. I felt that they were 
more accurate. I have now 
completely reversed my school 
of  thought and use the large 
Drennan catapults with the 
strong red or blue elastic for all 
my pole Þ shing, and Þ nd it much 
more accurate. 

BAITDROPPERS AWAY!
Something I really struggled with 
at Evesham was working out 
how to ship out my baitdropper 
without it touching the bottom! 

This is difÞ cult 
because the banks are steep in 
places and there is a footpath 
behind the pegs. 

My friend Matt Godfrey soon 
solved the problem, however. By 
holding on to the baitdropper 
and shipping out until the pole 
can be fully assembled, you can 
release the baitdropper and, as it 
skims along the surface, ship out 
the remainder of  the distance. 
An even better way is to use a 
cable tie!  

ULTRA-LONG 
DACRONS
A lot of  the venues that I Þ sh 
regularly respond well to baits 
such as pellets or casters Þ shed 
shallow. A good trick for avoiding 
tangles and hitting more bites 
is to Þ sh an ultra-long Dacron, 
around four inches, and a really 
short line between pole tip and 

ß oat. This system is 
virtually tangleproof  and 
works particularly well 
when you are required 
to slap your rig on the 
water or pole tap. The fact 
that Dacron is stiffer than 
line means it holds your 
ß oat and line a long way 
away from the pole. This 
means that you can ship out 
quicker without worrying 
about the ß oat wrapping 
around the pole tip.

PENCIL POWER!
I have been experimenting 
a lot with slim pencil-style 
ß oats over recent months, 
and Þ nd them absolutely 

brilliant for styles of  Þ shing 
where lowering a bait in slowly 
is important. This was driven 
home on the Stainforth & Keadby 
Canal earlier in the year, when 
I found a slim Sensas Auchy 
was 100 times better than a 
bodied pattern. More recently, I 
have been experimenting with 
Malman Power Pencils for soft-
pellet Þ shing and have found 
them really sensitive and the 
bites are more positive.

A cable tie attached halfway 
down your No4 makes shipping 
out a baitdropper a doddle.

Malman Power Pencils are great for soft pellet fi shing.
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